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“I Am” Introduction 
 

Big Idea: God is eternal. He has always existed and will always exist. 
 
There are many philosophies and ideologies that your students will encounter in college and/or out in the world and may even be encountering while they are in 
high school. Throughout this series, we will be talking about different attributes of God taught in the Bible and how they dispute various claims and philosophies. 
One philosophy that is manifested in various forms is called pantheism. This is the idea that God exists within the created universe. This ideology can lead to 
various forms of nature worship that is found in Wiccan and Occult practices, but is most commonly found in extreme environmentalism.  
 
However, pantheism most frequently leads to the idea that God can be found in oneself. Humanity, being the apex of creation, is most often thought of as the 
place where God exists. This is the basis for the Hindu and Buddhist religions, as well as other mystical and New Age religions. All these religions teach that by 
following a pattern of inner self-improvement (most often through meditation practices) one can find God or some form of a higher power. However, all of these 
religions focus on the worship of creation, instead of the Creator. All of these religions focus on the worship of something that is finite, instead of the one who is 
infinite. Everything within the universe has a beginning and an end. God does not. God is eternal and exists outside the realm of the created world. Because of 
this, he is the one that deserves our worship. 
 
 
Reading Guide: 
 
Day 1: Psalm 90 (Key Verses: 1, 2, & 12) 
 
Day 2:  Psalm 93 (Key Verse: 2) 
 
Day 3:  Psalm 102 (Key Verses: 11 – 12, 25 – 27) 
 
Everything that has been created, including human beings, will one day pass away, but God remains forever. Because of this, we know that creation is not God 
and is not to be worshipped. Through creation, we are able to know more about God. For example, we can know that God loves us because he has created 
beautiful things like mountains and beaches for us to enjoy. Through creation, we are able to experience God and meet with God because the beauty of this world 
touches our souls. But creation is simply a conduit by which we get to God. It is not God itself. 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

• What do these verses say about God? 
• What do these verses say about the created world? 
• How does this impact your faith? 

 
 
Weekly Challenge 
 
Spend time observing God’s creation and praising God for what he has created. 



“The Vine” Bible Study 
Big Idea: God is good. 
 
There is so much pain and evil in the world that it is difficult to imagine that God is good. Many people often ask how can God be good when there is so much 
suffering in the world? They assume that if God were good, he would end pain and suffering and rid the world of evil. This leads to the ideology called Deism. 
This is the idea that God created the world and left it to run similar to the way a clockmaker designs a clock, winds it up, and simply lets it tick. In this philosophy, 
God is thought of as a completely indifferent being that does not care at all about his creation. He does not intervene in his creation because his apathy causes him 
to remain stagnant; unmoving to relieve the pain of his creation. 
 
However, Scripture testifies time and again that God is good and that his goodness manifests itself through his kindness and benevolence to his to creation. He is 
always generous wanting to bless and show good will toward his creation. This good will is not only directed toward human beings. He supplies rain even where 
no one lives (Job 38:25 – 27). When his goodness is expressed to mankind, it is called love. The ultimate expression of his love is seen in everything he has done to 
save us from our sins. 
 
 
Reading Guide 
 
Day 1: Psalm 149 (Key Verses: 9, 15 – 16) 
 
Day 2: Job 38 (Key Verses: 25 – 27) 
 
Day 3: Matthew 5 (Key Verses: 43 – 45) 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

• What do these verses say about God’s love? 
• Have you ever felt like God didn’t care about you? 
• How does the knowledge of God’s goodness impact your faith and walk with God? 

 
 
Weekly Challenge 
 
Do one good thing for someone that you would not normally do. 

  
 
 
 
 
 



“I Am the Light of the World” Bible Study 
Big Idea: God is transcendent and immanent. 
 
The word transcendent simply means “beyond.” This attribute of God refers to the fact that God is completely separate from the created universe. He is not 
affected by the limitations of the created universe (i.e. time and space). The word immanent simply means “operating within.” This attribute of God refers to the 
fact that, even though he is completely separate from the created universe, he is able to operate within the limitations of the created universe. This is the basis for 
Jesus coming into the world. Scripture refers to Jesus by the name Immanuel, which means “God with us.” God exists outside the confines of the created universe, 
but is able to operate within those confines and even perform supernatural feats (i.e. come back from the dead). 
 
There is a philosophy that your students may one day encounter called Panentheism. Two weeks ago we talked about how Pantheism refers to the idea that God is 
within all creation. Panentheism, on the other hand, refers to the idea that all creation is within God. Once again, this philosophy is found in various Hindu and 
Buddhist religions, as well as mystical and New Age ideologies. While the Bible teaches that God is completely separate from, yet able to operate within, creation, 
panentheistic philosophies teach that creation is one with God and everything that happens in creation is God acting. This philosophy is detrimental because it 
leads to the idea that God causes all things, including evil and suffering. If God causes evil, he is not a God of love or justice. 
 
 
Reading Guide 
 
Day 1: Exodus 15 (Key Verses: 11 – 13) 
 
Day 2: Isaiah 6 (Key Verses: 1 – 7) 
 
Day 3: Revelation 4 (Key Verses: 1, 2, & 8) 
 
The biblical word for God’s transcendence is “holiness.” Holiness refers to his distinctness. He is set apart from his creation, but he is able to operate within those 
confines by doing things such as appearing to the prophet Isaiah and the apostle John and also by working to free the Israelites from slavery. 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

• What do these verses say about God being different from his creation? 
• What do you think it means for God to be holy? 
• How does this affect your faith and your walk with God? 

 
 
Weekly Challenge 
 
Spend 15 minutes this week thinking about what being holy in your life would look like and pray that God would empower you to be holy like he is holy (1 Peter 
1:15 – 16) 
 



“I Am the Bread of Life” Bible Study 
Big Idea: God is loving. 
 
There are two attributes of God that are expressed through how he relates to free will creatures. Those two attributes are love and holiness. Last week, we talked 
about how God’s holiness means that he is completely separate from his creation. But, that is only one aspect of his holiness. It also means that he always does 
what is right. When he relates to free will creatures, his holiness forces him to punish them. So, his holiness is expressed through justice. When a wrong is done, 
justice rights the wrong. For a criminal, justice rights the wrong through the prison sentence. For sinners, justice rights the wrong through punishment in hell. 
However, God’s love forces him to offer grace. Because God is loving, he gives. The things that he gives are grace and mercy. When sin enters the picture, these 
two attributes of God create a conflict within God, in which he is unable to act. He must offer sinners a choice to either relate to him through his holiness or 
through his love. 
 
There are many religions and philosophies that confuse these two attributes of God. One way they confuse them is they teach that God’s love is expressed 
through his justice. A prime example of this is the religion of Islam. Everything in Islam is about the justice of God. If a person obeys God’s commands, there is 
no need for justice, but if a person disobeys God’s commands justice is necessary. The only concept of love in Islam is through justice. God expresses his love for 
creation by righting the wrongs. He expresses his love to humanity through punishment that leads to purification. However, Scripture teaches that these two 
attributes of God are expressed independently of one another based on the choice of the sinner. 
 
 
Reading Guide 
 
Day 1: Isaiah 30 (Key Verse: 15 – 19) 
 
Day 2: John 3 (Key Verses : 16 – 20) 
 
Day 3: 1 John 4 (Key Verse: 7 – 11) 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 

• What do these verses say about God’s love? 
 

• Do you tend to lean more toward relating to God through holiness or through love? 
 

• How does this affect your faith and your walk with God? 
 
 
Weekly Challenge 
 
Observe a time this week when someone wrongs you in some way. Offer them love by giving them grace and mercy. 
 
 



“I Am the Way, the Truth, & the Life” Bible Study 
Big Idea: God is holy. 
 
Last week, we talked about how there are two sides of God’s nature that are in conflict in the presence of sin. God’s holiness forces him to punish sinners. But 
God’s love forces him to offer forgiveness, grace and mercy. He cannot simultaneously punish someone and not punish someone. He has to allow the person to 
choose how they want to relate to God. Do they want to relate to God through his holiness and receive justice? Or do they want to relate to God through his love 
and receive grace? 
 
There are many philosophies and religions that solely focus on God’s love. Some exclude God’s justice altogether and others suggest that God’s justice is 
expressed through his love. He does what is right by always offering love regardless of the sins committed. Historically, this philosophy is referred to as 
antinomianism, which refers to the idea that there is no need to observe any sort of moral law. A biblical example of this ideology is the Nicolaitans (Rev. 2:6). 
Today, however, this ideology most commonly manifests itself through postmodern relativity. This is the idea that morality is relative. What one person considers 
moral, another may consider immoral and vice versa. To a postmodern relativist, each person creates his or her own law that they abide by, but disregard any 
other law. The only thing that matters is that you are happy. 
 
 
Reading Guide 
 
Day 1: James 1 (Key Verses: 14 – 18) 
 
Day 2: 1 Peter 1 (Key Verses: 13 – 16) 
 
Day 3: 1 John 1 (Key Verses: 5 – 7) 
 
Even though our sins are completely forgiven, we are called to live a holy life in the same manner that God is holy. When we live holy lives, we bring glory to God 
and we live as though we believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. We are also able to reflect God’s holiness to those who do not know him. 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

• What do these verses say about God? 
• Have you ever felt like you do not need to follow God’s law because your sins are forgiven? 
• How does this impact your faith and your walk with God? 

 
 
Weekly Challenge 
 
Try to think of a rule that almost everyone breaks and make an effort to follow it. Don’t do it to make yourself look good, but do it in a way that gives the glory to 
God. 
 


